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The Spirituality of
Storytelling

Storytelling over the centuries has had the

Mission

The Spirituality
Network is an
interfaith gathering
of men and women,
lay, religious and
ordained.

QOur mission is

to accompany the
people of Central
Ohio on their
common quest for
wholeness and
integration.

We are committed
to collaboration with
all who share the
vision of healing and
empowerment for a
wounded world.
Vision

Qur vision is that
each person may
come to know and
share his/her personal
truth, thus coming to
know God and a sense
of community which
crosses over the
boundaries of race,
creed, culture,
economic stature

or life choice.

potential to transform lives. In most cultures
around the world, folktales and legends
about sages and great teachers offer impor-
tant spiritual, moral, and ethical messages to
individuals and whole communities of seek-
ers. Frequently, stories touch upon universal
human values and truths about the Holy
Other. There is much to be gained for our
spiritual enrichment from the folktales and
legends that come out of a broad spectrum
of religious and spiritual traditions.

One of the richest and most intriguing use
of folkrales and legends related to the spiri-
tual journey can be found in Mystical Jewish
tradition spanning a period of over 400
years beginning in the 13th century of the
Hebrew calendar. The stories were gathered
from eastern European and Middle Eastern
Jewish sacred and secular texts and provide a
wealth of varied experiences of the Holy.
The Spiriruality Network is delighted to
offer an evening of storytelling and
exploration of this fascinating and colorful
tradition with Dr. Howard Schwartz, an
award-winning writer and researcher of
Jewish mystical folklore.

Dr. Schwartz currently is a professor of Eng-
lish at University of Missouri. He has writ-
ten many books on Jewish Mysticism for
both adults and children. He recently won
the Aesop Prize of the American Folklore
Society for his children’s book, The Day the
Rabbi Disappeared: Jewish Holiday Tales of
Magic (Viking Press). He is also a finalist for
the National Jewish Book Award.

Dr. Schwartz’s books will be available for
sale at the Spirituality Network prior to the

May 10th event. There will also be book
sales and a book signing opportunity with
the author on the evening of the event.

In addition to a wonderful evening of storytelling,

the Spirituality Network will hold a silent auc-

tion to raise funds for the ongoing operations of
this not for profit organization. Many items for
auction will suggest the theme of self-care and
nurturing including:

«2An original fabric art wall hanging in
earth tones of hand-dved cotton, designed
and quilted by artist, Carol Whitt.

=2 A two day directed retreat

with Sr. Noreen Malone, former director of
the Spirituality Network

<A day long sailing trip on Lake Erie
and much more. Please see the article on page 2.

Spring 2001 Fundraising Event
Thursday May 10, 2001
Yassenoff Jewish Community Center
1125 College Avenue Bexley
Refreshments and Silent Auction begin at
6:30 p.m.

Silent Auction Bids close at 7:45
Dr. Howard Schwartz speaking on
Great Jewish Mystics at 8:00 p.m.
Book signing to follow
Suggested donation, $30,

The proceeds support the ongoing
ministry of the Network

Send checks payable to The Spirituality Network,
444 E. Broad Street, Columbus, OH 432154.
For more information call 2288867 or E-mail:

mreal4352@aol.com

Carol Ann Spencer, O.P., Wellstreams Director e-mail carol.spencer1@juno.com
Amanda Cushing, Program Coordinator e-mail ASCushing@aol.com
Marianne Riehl, Bookkeeper, Newsletter Editor e-mail mreal4352@aol.com
Phone: 614-2288867 fax 614-2288975







